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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY
MINUTES
The twenty-fourth annual meeting of The Florida
Historical Society was held at Rollins College, Winter
Park, on Thursday, February 17th, 1927.
Dr. Hamilton Holt, president of Rollins, cordially
welcomed the society and offered it the use of the college for any future meeting. He spoke proudly of the
college as the oldest educational institution in the
State. Its forty-two years of historical background,
he said, was of more worth than large endowments.
His ideals for the college are lofty, the principal ones
being student and faculty bodies of highest quality,
with emphasis upon beauty in every aspect.
He read a letter from President Coolidge expressing regret at his inability to accept the invitation to be
present, and congratulating Dr. Holt’s administration.
The president of the Society, Mr. Arthur T. Williams, was unable to be present, and his response to
Dr. Holt’s cordiality was read by Mr. Frank Drew.
The response acknowledged that Rollins College, by
its invitation to the Society, initiated a pleasant cooperation between it and the educational institutions
of the State. For that reason this meeting was an occasion of historical importance to the Society itself.
Mr. Fred Cubberly was elected the presiding officer, and took the chair.
The secretary called the roll and the following
answered to it: Albertson Public Library, Orlando, by
Miss Brumbaugh ; Mr. Fred Cubberly, Gainesville ;
Mr. A. C. Chase, Winter Park ; Mrs. W. E. Connor,
New Smyrna ; Mr. Frank Drew, Live Oak ; Mr. J. Y.
Detwiler, New Smyrna ; Mr. W. J. Epperson, Bronson ;
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Mr. John Temple Graves, Jacksonville; Mr. A. F.
Knotts, Inglis; Mrs. Townes Randolph Leigh, Gainesville ; Mrs. Garrett Porter, Jacksonville ; Mr. Garrett
Porter, Jacksonville; Dr. James A. Robertson, Washington, D. C.; Mr. Francis M. Williams, Jacksonville;
Mrs. Minnie Moore-Willson, Kissimmee ; Dr. J. H.
Durkee, Jacksonville ; Mrs. J. H. Durkee, Jacksonville;
Mrs. Theodore Strawn, DeLand ; Mrs. T. Frederick
Davis, Mr. T. Frederick Davis, Jacksonville; Rev.
James G. Glass, Orlando; Dr. Hamilton Holt, Winter
Park; Mr. A. J. Hanna, Winter Park.
Proxies were examined and admitted as follows:
H. L. Grady, Burton Barrs, Grosvenor Dawe, Mrs. H.
A. L’Engle, Frank S. Gray, Chas. B. Parkhill, Elizabeth R. Harmon, John G. Ruge, Martha P. Christiancy, Ruth Bryan Owen, V. W. Shields, A. W. Robert&n, Elizabeth V. Long, Albert H. Roberts, Mrs. Nicholas Ware Eppes, Mrs. Sarah R. W. Palmer.
In addition to the message from President Calvin
Coolidge, telegrams of greeting, congratulation, and
best wishes were received from the following members: Mrs. W. T. Eaton and Mrs. Mary E. Apple, for
the St. Petersburg Historical Society ; Judge and Mrs.
Henry F. Atkinson, Miami ; Mrs. F. W. Kirtland, St.
Augustine ; and Governor John W. Martin.
The order of business was then suspended and the
chairman introduced Baron Paul d'Estournelles de
Constant. Ribault and the French colony was the subject allotted to him. He disclaimed profound knowledge of the subject, but mentioned in passing that
Admiral Coligny had endeavored to encourage his
countrymen to develop an important commerce with
America through their love of adventure. The personality of Ribault, he said, had been quite a discovery
for him, and he hoped that historical societies would
discover nothing that could embarrass his expressed
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regard for Ribault. The talk was charming and witty,
and brought him much applause.
Rose Mills Powers read her original ballad “The
Ride of the Thirty Cavaliers”. In seventy dramatic
lines, this poem paints the march of a squadron carrying orders from DeSoto at Apalachee to his fleet in
Tampa Bay. The rhythm of the lines reflects with artistic fidelity the progress and difficulties of the
march ; now cantering smoothly onward, now halting,
alarmed and distressed.
Mrs. Powers acknowledged Grace King as her
source, and vouched for the poem’s historical accuracy. She was complimented on all sides for the
beauty and vigor of her work.
Carita Doggett Corse read a paper on “Florida
History, a Field of Colorful Original Sources,” and
cited as illustrations several letters of which she was
the proud possessor. One of these, from a loyalist
planter to the king of England, dated 1793, described
the things accomplished by the planters in Florida, the
comforts achieved by long arduous labor under his
benign government, and bemoaning the approaching
catastrophe which would engulf them all when the
land should be transferred to Spain. There was a gentle reply from the King, “the matter is closed and cannot be avoided-ships will be provided for your embarkation” with suggestions of other settlements.
These interesting and valuable documents were
donated to the Society by Mrs. Corse.
Jeannette Thurber Connor described “The History
of Florida That is to be Written.” The histories
available are like roads under construction, repelling,
spotty, difficult. To popularize history, the aesthetic
side must be developed. “Those who freed America
should be known and loved by those whom America
has freed”. She closed by paying a charming tribute
to Mrs. Corse.
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Dr. James A. Robertson spoke on “The Significance of History”, dwelling on its inspiring side.
“Events should be told in such a way that their significance is obvious.” Starting, for example, with
primitive Florida, we should be able to form a sequential picture of its growth. Greed, violence, death and
after Jackson, wealth, education and culture, were all
essential and harmonious tones of the picture.
Mr. John Temple Graves spoke on Democracy. In
forceful phraseology he deplored the existing civic
lassitude. The doctrines of Hamilton were contrasted
with those of Jefferson, much-to the latter’s advantage.
“But even those enlightened principles of Democracy,”
he said, “are not foolproof, and can be maintained only
by vigilance.”
His sincerity, earnestness and vigor drove his
longings to the hearts of his audience, and at the close
his listeners were manifestly of one spirit with him.
Mr. Frank Drew exhibited and described to the
meeting the Cross of Patuno, an ancient relic owned by
the Society, remarkable both for its human significance and for the physico-chemical effects which the
hand of time has wrought upon it. Mr. Drew’s penetrating knowledge of ancient symbolism converted the
battered relic into a shining emblem, far more expressive to the spiritual eye than to the organ of sight. A
full description of this cross will be published in the
QUARTERLY .

A recess was announced for luncheon.
At luncheon, Mr. John Temple Graves represented
the Society as toastmaster and gave full expression to
that sunny side, which no Florida gathering, however
austere, can suppress.
Many celebrities were present and were all generous in their contributions to the enjoyment. Corra
Harris told of her delight in Florida and of her re-
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luctance to leave it; Clinton Scollard read, with telling
effect, three of his poems ; Minnie Moore-Willson told
many interesting things about the Seminoles and their
music; Baron Paul d’Estournelles de Constant spoke
in appreciation of his reception in Florida, with an
eloquent and touching appeal for continued and unbroken friendship between the United States and his
native France ; Irving Bacheller rose to a toast; and
Mr. A. J. Hanna received many humorous left-handed
compliments upon his kaiser-like management of the
affair.
At 2 p. m. the business session was resumed at the
Woman’s Club. The President’s report was read.
[This follows]
The report of Treasurer F. W. Hoyt was read and
accepted. [This follows]
It was resolved to incorporate that part of the
President’s address touching upon the deaths of members, C. B. Rogers, Geo. M. West, William M. Corry,
A. H. Phinney, Fred T. Myers, Mrs. M. B. Waties,
and Ambrose Lee, into a memorial, of which copies
should be sent to the bereaved families.
A vote of thanks was tendered to Mrs. Corse and
Mr. Detwiler ; to Mrs. Corse for the gift of the letters
already described, and to Mr. Detwiler for the gift of
a copy of Achille. Murat Principles of Republican
Government, published in Paris in 1833 and bearing an
inscription from the author.
Resolved, That the President appoint a building
committee to plan for the building of a museum, to
report available sites, and to present its information to
the next annual meeting.
Resolved, That the President appoint a committee
to consider. the feasibility of locating and marking
points of interest in the explorations of Narvaez, DeSoto and others.
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Invitations were received to hold the next meeting
at Southern College, Lakeland, this invitation being
extended by President L. M. Spivey through Professor
S. F. Coe ; and another from the St. Augustine Historical Society to hold it in St. Augustine, extended by
Mrs. Underwood and Mrs. Willson. The meeting voted
to accept President Spivey’s invitation, and to reserve
the following meeting for St. Augustine, if the invitation was renewed.
For the election of officers for the ensuing year,
Dr. Robertson and Mr. T. Frederick Davis were appointed a nominating committee.
Mr. Arthur T. Williams was reelected president by
standing acclamation.
The committee reported nominees as follows:
1st vice-president, Philip K. Yonge; 2nd vicepresident, Fred Cubberly; treasurer, Fred W. Hoyt;
secretary, Francis M. Williams ; assistant secretary,
Emma Rochelle Porter, and four directors, Julien C.
Yonge, A. J. Hanna, Philip S. May and Frank Drew.
The nominations were ordered closed, and the secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for the entire
list.
A motion of appreciation and thanks to Mr. A. J.
Hanna for his excellent preparation and direction of
the meeting was cordially given and carried.
Dr. Jenks initiated a lively discussion on making
history interesting.
The minutes of this meeting were read and approved and the session adjourned.
After the meeting the Secretary repaired to the
home of Irving Bacheller, listened to the prize essays
by high school students and awarded the ten dollar
gold pieces toOke Nordgen, of Sanford High School, for his essay
on Dr. Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony.
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